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The National Curriculum for English sets out its aims clearly: 
- Promote high standards of literacy  
- Develop children’s love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. 
 
It aims to ensure that all pupils:   
- read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
- develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  
- acquire a wide vocabulary, 
- acquire an understanding of grammar 
- appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  
- write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 
range of contexts, purposes and audiences  
-use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 
their understanding and ideas  
-are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 
demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 
 

The English National 
Curriculum 



 
It lays out the statutory requirements in the form of objectives for:  
Spoken Language  
Reading  
- Word Reading  
- Comprehension  
Writing  
- Transcription  
- Composition  
- Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar  
 
It does not offer the prescribed approach. Allows schools and practitioners to 
adopt a flexible approach, to take advantage of purposeful opportunities across 
the curriculum, to motivate and enthuse children whilst ensuring progression in all 
aspects of English.  

The English National 
Curriculum 



 
Reading – The curriculum’s intention is that children should read widely and with 
enthusiasm for pleasure and for meaning. Children to experience a range of fiction 
and non-fiction texts but a heavy emphasis is placed on the role of schools ensuring 
that reading takes place beyond the school gates. Children being able to discuss 
reading and justify ideas, using evidence to support. Extending more able readers.  
 
Grammar – Much deeper focus on learning grammar explicitly. New lists of complex 
grammatical concepts, punctuation and spellings for each year to learn. Children 
will have to identify and label these as well as being able to use them. Grammar 
expectations have been pushed down the Year groups and is taught much earlier. 
 
Writing – writing for real audiences consider the purpose/audience and make 
decisions about form of writing. Progression on text coverage – understand, use, 
apply.  

Changes to the 
English Curriculum 



English in KS2:  
4 writing lessons 

1 GPS lesson 
1 comprehension lesson 
3 reading skills lessons. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
•Helps with writing 
•Develops vocabulary  
•Allows you to experience new things  
•Is enjoyable  
•Increases understanding of the world  
•Increases life prospects  
•Improves concentration  
•Develops imagination  
•Relaxes the body and calms the mind  
•Is good for the brain  
•Develops empathy 

The Importance of 
Reading 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Research 

 

Evidence suggests that children who read for 
enjoyment every day not only perform better in 

reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a 
broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and 

a better understanding of other cultures  
In fact, there’s evidence to suggest that reading for 

pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child 
does well at school than their social or economic 

background.  
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Helping with Reading 
at Home 

 

 
Of all the help you can give your child, the most 
important job you’ll probably do is helping with 

reading. That’s because learning to read is best taught 
on a one to-one basis, so giving your child a bit of 

shared reading time every day will make a big 
difference.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Helping with Reading 
at Home 

 

 
Reading should be fun – that way it will be more 
effective. Here are some tips:  
 
•Talk about the story and the characters as you go 
along.  
•Visit the library and borrow books you enjoy reading 
together.  
•Choose subjects your child prefers - factual books or 
stories.  
•Look for words in everyday life, not just books. Read 
newspaper headlines, shop signs or menus in cafes.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Battle of the Books 



 

This scheme provides a clear framework of questions that can be 
used to deepen your child’s understanding of texts they read. 

These are appropriately matched for each child’s individual 
needs.  

The Treetops Reading Scheme 



 

 

• Huge variety to ensure every reader finds books they will enjoy and 
can read.  

• A wide range of quality stories including humour, sci-fi, adventure, 
mystery and historical fiction providing plenty of choice. Explore own 
reading tastes.  

• Books contain inside cover notes to support children in their reading.  

• The books are finely levelled, making it easy to match every child to 
the right book.  

• Introduces children to a wide selection of authors and writing styles.  

• The stories build confidence, fluency and stamina with                      
age-appropriate content that will interest and motivate children to 
read.  

 

The Treetops Reading Scheme 



 

Question Stems 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Power of Reading 

• The Power of Reading is about teaching 
English through the use of high quality books 
and creative teaching approaches (such as 
art and drama). 

• This approach aims to engage and motivate children. 
• It also enables children to deepen their understanding 
of texts and provides a meaningful context for writing. 
 

 



The Power of Reading 

  



The Power of Reading 

  



• Children complete a ‘cold’ piece of writing 
at the start of a topic.  

 
 

Writing 

• Teachers then plan a series of activities 
according to the children's needs based on the 
cold piece. This could be over a series of 1-2 
weeks.  

• Children then write a ‘hot’ piece at the end of 
the topic to demonstrate all they have learnt.  



 
 
 
 

Children’s writing will be marked using 
orange and green highlighter.  

 
The orange marks will suggest improvements 
and set a challenge for completion before the 

next lesson.  

 
 

Writing 



Writing 





Neat presentation and handwriting 
is an essential part of being an 
‘Excellent Learner’ in writing. 

All children write in blue pen using 
joined handwriting.  

In Year 3, weekly handwriting 
sessions take place to teach specific 

letter formation.   

Handwriting 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=handwriting&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=12F9C6F6E0BC8754C361F8EABE20C0C3137C6AE5&selectedIndex=20&ccid=vmXe3URX&simid=608041669483954426&thid=OIP.Mbe65dedd4457b27e84571d82b01cf39ao0


Look, say, cover, write, check strategy 
This is probably the most common strategy used to learn spellings. 

Look: first look at the whole word carefully and if there is one part of the 
word that is difficult, look at that part in more detail. 

Say: say the word as you look at it, using different ways of pronouncing it 
if that will make it more memorable. 

Cover: cover the word. 

Write: write the word from memory, saying the word as you do so. 

Check: Have you got it right? If yes, try writing it again and again! If not, 
start again – look, say, cover, write, check. 

GPS 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=spelling&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=6DCF0BCE04E388303F8B2BE41FC5277DE568D78F&selectedIndex=21&ccid=/rWUeoF/&simid=608032645747705558&thid=OIP.Mfeb5947a817f2ed2a2a1a3afa968a2c2o0






Ways to support your child at home: 


