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•  Brief	update	on	new	curriculum	

•  Discuss	reading	expecta6ons	for	KS2	children	

•  Brief	look	at	reading	assessments	

•  To	provide	useful	informa6on	to	support	your	child	
with	reading	

•  Launch	new	reading	scheme	–	Tree	Tops	



•  Na6onal	literacy	strategy	was	introduced	in	1998	

•  Primary	framework	strategy	in	2003		

•  Reviewed	primary	framework	strategy	in	2006		

•  Current	na6onal	curriculum	2014  



The	2014	na6onal	curriculum	sets	out	its	aims	clearly.	
	
	
“The	overarching	aim	for	English	in	the	na6onal	curriculum	is	to	promote	high	standards	
of	literacy	by	equipping	pupils	with	a	strong	command	of	the	wriPen	and	spoken	word,	
and	to	develop	their	love	of	literature	through	widespread	reading	for	enjoyment.	The	
na6onal	curriculum	for	English	aims	to	ensure	that	all	pupils:	
		
•  read	easily,	fluently	and	with	good	understanding	
		
•  develop	the	habit	of	reading	widely	and	oUen,	for	both	pleasure	and	informa6on	
		
•  acquire	a	wide	vocabulary,	an	understanding	of	grammar	and	knowledge	of	linguis6c	

conven6ons	for	reading,	wri6ng	and	spoken	language	

•  appreciate	our	rich	and	varied	literary	heritage	
		
•  write	clearly,	accurately	and	coherently,	adap6ng	their	language	and	style	in	and	for	a	

range	of	contexts,	purposes	and	audiences	

•  use	discussion	in	order	to	learn;	they	should	be	able	to	elaborate	and	explain	clearly	
their	understanding	and	ideas	

•  are	competent	in	the	arts	of	speaking	and	listening,	making	formal	presenta6ons,	
demonstra6ng	to	others	and	par6cipa6ng	in	debate.”	



It	lays	out	the	statutory	requirements	in	the	form	of	objec6ves	for:		
	
Spoken	Language	
	
Reading		
																		-	Word	reading	
																		-		Comprehension	
Wri6ng		
																		-	Transcrip6on	
																		-	Composi6on	
																		-	Vocabulary,	punctua6on	and	grammar	
	
In	addi6on	there	is	a	grammar	appendix,	a	spelling	appendix	and	a	glossary	of	terms.	
	
	
It	does	not	offer	the	prescribed	approach	or	structure	to	the	teaching	of	English	
previously	found	in	the	Primary	Strategy	Framework	and	there	are	shiUs	in	emphases	
rather	than	changes	to	the	content.		This	allows	schools	and	prac66oners	to	adopt	a	
flexible	approach,	to	take	advantage	of	purposeful	opportuni6es	across	the	curriculum,	
to	mo6vate	and	enthuse	children	whilst	ensuring	progression	in	all	aspects	of	English.	



There	are	many	changes	to	the	English	Curriculum,	however	the	biggest	change	is	in	
terms	of		coverage,	which	will	give	the	school	more	freedom	over	how	we	teach	each	
genre,	and	will	allow	us	to	tailor	lessons	to	suit	the	needs	of	our	classes.	
	
Reading	–	The	new	curriculum’s	inten6on	is	that	children	should	read	widely	and	with	
enthusiasm	for	pleasure	and	for	meaning.	Children	to	experience	a	range	of	fic6on	and	
non-fic6on	texts	but	a	heavy	emphasis	is	placed	on	the	role	of	schools	ensuring	that	
reading	takes	place	beyond	the	school	gates.	Children	being	able	to	discuss	reading	and	
jus6fy	ideas,	using	evidence	to	support.	Extending	more	able	readers.		
	
Grammar	–	Much	deeper	focus	on	learning	grammar	explicitly.	New	lists	of		complex	
gramma6cal	concepts,	punctua6on	and	spellings	for	each	year	to	learn.	Children	will	have	
to	iden6fy	and	label	these	as	well	as	being	able	to	use	them.	Grammar	expecta6ons	have	
been	pushed	down	the	Year	groups	and	is	taught	much	earlier.	
	
Wri>ng	–	wri6ng	for	real	audiences	consider	the	purpose/audience	and	make	decisions	
about	form	of	wri6ng.	Progression	on	text	coverage	–	understand,	use,	apply.	



•  Helps	with	wri6ng	
•  Develops	vocabulary		
•  Allows	you	to	experience	new	things		
•  Is	enjoyable		
•  Increases	understanding	of	the	world	
•  Increases	life	prospects	
•  Improves	concentra6on		
•  Develops	imagina6on		
•  Relaxes	the	body	and	calms	the	mind		
•  Is	good	for	the	brain		
•  Develops	empathy		

	



As	children	get	older,	it	is	s6ll	important	to	enjoy	sharing	books	and	reading	together.	Ensure	that	
your	children	see	you	reading.	It	doesn't	maPer	if	it's	the	newspaper,	a	cookery	book,	a	detec6ve	
mystery,	short	stories,	a	computer	manual,	a	magazine...	anything!		
	
•  Encourage	children	to	join	in	-	ask	a	child	to	read	out	a	recipe	for	you	as	you	cook,	or	the	TV	

lis6ngs	when	you	are	watching	TV	
•  Give,	and	encourage	others	to	give,	books	or	book	tokens	as	presents	
•  Visit	the	local	library	together	on	a	regular	basis	and	enjoy	spending	6me	choosing	new	books	
•  Encourage	children	to	carry	a	book	at	all	6mes	so	they	can	read	on	journeys	or	in	spare	

moments	–	you	can	do	this	too!		
•  Keep	reading	together.	There	are	lots	of	books	that	both	adults	and	young	people	can	enjoy.	

Try	‘The	Curious	Incident	of	the	Dog	in	the	Night-Time’	by	Mark	Haddon,	the	‘Harry	PoPer’	
series,	or	‘The	Life	of	Pi’	by	Yann	Martel	

•  Read	books	you	can	all	talk	about	but	make	the	talk	light-hearted,	not	tes6ng	or	over-
ques6oning		

	



Evidence	suggests	that	children	who	read	for	enjoyment	every	
day	not	only	perform	bePer	in	reading	tests	than	those	who	
don’t,	but	also	develop	a	broader	vocabulary,	increased	general	
knowledge	and	a	bePer	understanding	of	other	cultures		
	
In	fact,	there’s	evidence	to	suggest	that	reading	for	pleasure	is	
more	likely	to	determine	whether	a	child	does	well	at	school	than	
their	social	or	economic	background.	
	
PEARSON	UK	

	



What	do	you	as	parents	and	us	as	teachers	want	to	provide	for	
children?	
	
•  A	rich,	imagina6ve	and	crea6ve	world	in	which	they	can	

explore	
•  A	developed	and	extensive	vocabulary		
•  Face	their	fears	and	understand	their	feelings		
•  Grow	up	to	be	strong	human	beings		
•  Laugh	and	have	fun	together		
•  To	be	aware	and	inquisi6ve	of	the	world	around	them		



Of	all	the	help	you	can	give	your	child,	the	most	important	job	
you’ll	probably	do	is	helping	with	reading.	That’s	because	

learning	to	read	is	best	taught	on	a	one-to-one	basis,	so	giving	
your	child	a	bit	of	shared	reading	6me	every	day	will	make	a	big	

difference.	



Reading	should	be	fun	–	that	way	it	will	be	more	effec6ve.	Here	
are	some	6ps:	

	
•  Talk	about	the	story	and	the	characters	as	you	go	along	
•  Visit	the	library	and	borrow	books	you	enjoy	reading	together		
•  Choose	subjects	your	child	prefers	-	factual	books	or	stories		
•  Look	for	words	in	everyday	life,	not	just	books.	Read	

newspaper	headlines,	shop	signs	or	menus	in	cafes	
 



Fluency	
	

This	is	a	skill	which	tends	to	develop	more	in	KS2.	
	
	
	

Fluency	is	the	ability	to	read	a	text	accurately	and	quickly.	Fluent	
readers	read	aloud	effortlessly	and	with	expression.	Their	reading	
sounds	natural,	as	if	they	are	speaking.	Readers	who	have	not	yet	
developed	fluency	read	slowly,	word	by	word.	Their	oral	reading	is	

choppy.	
	

In	order	to	read	fluently,	students	must	hear	and	under-stand	what	
fluent	reading	sounds	like.	The	most	powerful	way	for	you	to	help	

your	children	is	to	read	aloud	to	them,	oIen	and	with	great	
expression.		

 



	Expression	
To	express	a	text	well,	to	read	it	with	feeling	that	matches	what	
it	means,	is	one	of	the	best	ways	to	understand	it.	In	order	to	

match	the	proper	expression	to	each	word	or	phrase,	you	have	to	
understand	both	the	meaning	of	the	words	and	the	grammar	of	

each	sentence.		
	

Go	slow	
To	increase	expression,	most	readers	have	to	lower	their	speed.	

		
Repeat	>ll	it’s	complete	

If	the	reader	messes	up,	don’t	go	on,	encourage	them	to	go	back	and	repeat	the	
sentence	from	the	very	beginning.		

	
Sentence	high	and	low	

Reading	needs	to	start	with	a	higher	pitch	of	voice	at	the	beginning	of	a	sentence	then,	
as	the	end	approached,	gradually	lower	the	pitch.		

	
Up	at	the	end	for	a	ques>on	mark	

The	pitch	of	voice	should	go	up	at	the	end	of	a	ques6on.	 



	Expression	
	

Straight	up	for	an	exclama>on	mark.	Shoot	the	voice	straight	up	in	
both	pitch	and	volume	if	there	is	an	exclama6on	mark.		
	
Big	pause	at	a	full	stop,	small	pause	at	a	comma.	Pay	aPen6on	to	
punctua6on.	Treat	colons,	semi-colons,	and	dashes	just	like	commas.		
	
Character	high,	narrator	low.	In	passages	that	contain	dialogue,	raise	
the	pitch	of	voice	for	spoken	parts,	lower	the	pitch	for	aPribu6ons	
(the	"He	said	and	She	said)	and	other	text	by	the	narrator.		
	
Emphasise	the	important	word.	Pick	one	key	word	in	a	sentence	and	
call	aPen6on	to	it	by	raising	the	volume	of	voice,	changing	tone,	or	
stretching	it	out	to	make	it	last	just	a	bit	longer	than	normal.		



What	is	reading	
comprehension?	
	
Comprehension	is	an	
ac6ve	process	that	
involves	all	these	
strategies	and	
behaviours.		



What	are	the	strategies	that	learners	can	use	to	work	out	an	unfamiliar	word?		
	

What	makes	sense	–	in	terms	of	meaning	and	grammar?		
Is	there	a	picture/diagram	to	give	me	a	cue?		

What	is	the	first	lePer	sound?		
Can	I	build	up	the	word	from	its	lePer	sounds?		
Shall	I	miss	it	out,	read	on	and	come	back	to	it?		

Now...	what	could	it	be	–	have	a	guess,	then	check	–	does	it	make	sense?	
	

			Give	the	reader	enough	>me	to	work	it	out	–	encourage	him/her	to	use	different	
strategies	(what	can	we	do	to	work	it	out?	What	about...)	but	supply	the	right	word	

when	it’s	appropriate	–	e.g.	when:	
it’s	a	new	word	that	the	child	has	never	seen	(or	even	heard)		

it’s	a	name	of	a	person	or	place		
it	cannot	be	worked	out	by	building	up	sounds	(enough,	though,		

once.)	



These	skills	are	more	important	in	KS2	and	the	
children	will	build	upon	these	areas	throughout	Years	
3	to	6.		
	
Deduc>on	is	the	ability	to	draw	a	logical	conclusion	from	the	
informa6on	given.	
	
Inference	is	the	ability	to	go	beyond	the	informa6on	given	in	the	
text	based,	on	the	reader’s	personal	experience,	knowledge	or	
opinion.		



On	the	lines	(finger)-	find	the	answer	in	the	text.	E.g.	How	old	is	
Cinderella?		

	
Between	the	lines	(head)-	find	the	answer	in	the	text	but	using	
your	head.	E.g.	Why	has	Cinderella	got	her	back	to	the	ugly	

sister?		
	

Beyond	the	lines	(finger/head)-	higher	order	skill,	making	
meaning		and	evalua6ng	the	text.	E.g.	What	are	the	similari6es/

differences	between	Cinderella	and	The	Fairy	Godmother?	
	











•  Teacher	assessment	through	guided	reading	sessions,	
English	lessons,	topic	lessons,	individual	reading	

•  Tracked	against	objec6ves	for	child’s	year	group	

•  Termly	reading	comprehensions	–	rising	stars	–	inform	
teacher	assessment	

Word	reading	and	comprehension 



Evidence	that	can	be	used	to	assess	reading:	
•  Drama		
•  Role	play		
•  Role	on	the	wall		
•  Conscience	alley		
•  Hot	sea6ng		
•  Freeze	frames		
•  Interviews		
•  Comprehension	ac6vi6es-oral	and	wriPen		
•  WriPen	responses	to	reading		
•  High	quality	ques6oning		
•  Speaking	and	listening	ac6vi6es		





Use understanding of a 
story to make predictions.  









Types	of	test	ques>ons:	
	

Selec6on	of	mul6ple	choice	ques6ons.	
	

One	word	or	short	answers.	
	

Find	and	copy	a	word	or	phrase.	
	

Longer	answers	with	an	explana6on	needed.	
	

Some	answers	found	in	the	text.	Some6mes	children	
need	to	use	their	opinions.	
Fic6on,	non-fic6on,	poetry	



This	scheme	will	provide	a	clear	framework	of	ques6ons	that	can	be	used	to	
deepen	your	child’s	understanding	of	texts	they	read.	These	will	be	appropriately	
matched	for	each	child’s	individual	needs.	



•  Huge	variety	to	ensure	every	reader	finds	books	they	will	enjoy	and	can	read		

	
•  A	wide	range	of	quality	stories	including	humour,	sci-fi,	adventure,	mystery	and	

historical	fic6on	providing	plenty	of	choice.	Explore	own	reading	tastes	
	
•  Books	contain	inside	cover	notes	to	support	children	in	their	reading	
	
•  The	books	are	finely	levelled,	making	it	easy	to	match	every	child	to	the	right	

book	
	
•  Introduces	children	to	a	wide	selec6on	of	authors	and	wri6ng	styles	
	
•  The	stories	build	confidence,	fluency	and	stamina	with	age-appropriate	content	

that	will	interest	and	mo6vate	children	to	read	








